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MAYOR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN CRIME LAWS IN  

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  

           
 
 
Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., Police Chief Greg Mullen and Scarlett Wilson, Ninth Circuit 
Solicitor, announced today the continuation of an initiative set in motion in 2006.  Mayor 
Riley began working with the SC Legislature to further crime bills which he believed would 
directly affect the crime rate in our State. Part of the proposed legislation involved making it 
illegal for convicted criminals to carry handguns, and part of the legislation dealt with 
greater penalties and fines for unlawfully carrying a handgun and efforts to make it tougher 
for repeat offenders to make bond. 
 
With the beginning of the new Legislative Session in Columbia, Mayor Riley said that he is 
stepping up his efforts to get the support of other communities across the state and law 
enforcement agencies, and announced his plans to reach out to citizens and victim assistance 
groups in the community to seek their support. He talked about how they can help in this 
effort by contacting their legislators and law enforcement officials.   
 
Mayor Riley said, “Violent crime committed with guns is a statewide problem. We must all 
work together, large cities and small towns, to have the strongest and toughest criminal 
justice system in our state.” With the cutbacks in State Agencies charged with enforcement of 
our laws and monitoring repeat offenders who are on the streets, Mayor Riley noted that this 
legislation is even more important than before. “For most of the legislation, there is no or 
minimal cost and provides additional community safety and security. Each citizen has a stake 
in this and we ask for their support.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



50 BROAD STREET • CHARLESTON, S.C. 29401 • TELEPHONE (843) 724-3746 • FAX (843) 724-3734 2 

 
This is a synopsis of the proposed legislation: 
 

1. A top priority is to see both the Senate and House pass a law that allows for 
warrantless searches of persons on probation and parole which a number of states 
have already enacted. A warrantless search bill was introduced last session and passed 
by the Senate but not the House. The Supreme Court of the United States has 
recognized the legality of warrantless searches.  This bill needs to be passed to 
authorize not only probation and parole agents the authority to conduct warrantless 
searches, but also our local law enforcement officers. Given the cutbacks in probation 
and parole funding and staffing, this legislation is critical to bridge the gap. 

 
2. A top priority is to see both the Senate and the House pass legislation to keep 

criminals off our streets by denying bail for repeat offenders. A bill introduced last 
session allowed the courts to deny bail if a person is arrested for a violent offense 
while already out on bond for a different offense. The bill was passed by the Senate, 
but not the House. The bill is essential to protecting our communities because it allows 
the court to deny bail if no conditions can reasonably assure the safety of any person 
or the community if the offender is released.  

  
3. We are urging both the Senate and House to consider the passage of several other bills 

which are critical to attacking and preventing crime in our State and necessary to 
protecting our citizens:  

 
Stop convicted criminals from legally possessing handguns or assault weapons 

under state law. Create a new offense prohibiting the possession of a handgun or 
assault weapon by a person who has been previously convicted of a crime that carries 
a prison sentence of two years or more. Federal law prohibits possession by person 
previously convicted of a crime that carries a prison sentence of more than one year.  

 
Create a separate offense for possessing a firearm while selling, manufacturing 

or possessing drugs for distribution.  The sentence for this crime must run 
consecutively with the sentence for the underlying drug offense.  

 
  Increase punishment for persons convicted of Assault and Battery with Intent 

to Kill (“ABWIK”) to a minimum of 10 years and a maximum of up to life 
imprisonment. The current penalty for this crime is up to 20 years in prison with no 
minimum sentence.  The difference between ABWIK and murder seldom has anything 
to do with the criminal’s intent, but more to do with how quickly the EMS is able to 
respond to the crime scene and how available is a skilled surgeon.   

 
  Expand current laws governing illegal use and possession of handguns to 

include assault weapons, including AK-47s.  
 

Increase penalties for unlawfully possessing a handgun or assault weapon.  Currently, 
the penalty is up to 1 year and/or $1,000 fine.  Penalties should be increased and include 
mandatory minimum sentences.  
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Allow for Truth in Sentencing. Criminals should be required to serve at least 85% of 
their sentence before becoming eligible for parole or release.   The current laws regarding 
sentencing and a criminal’s eligibility for parole are confusing and without sound reason.   
 

  The City of Charleston also supports: (1) additional resources for the South Carolina 
state courts, Solicitor’s Offices, and Probation and Parole Department; (2) expanding South 
Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice Programs to help reduce juvenile crimes and to 
allow 16 year olds to take GED exams; and (3) increase funding for the South Carolina 
Department of Corrections to expand inmate drug treatment and rehab programs, and to 
expand inmate reentry programs. 
 
 Sen. Glenn McConnell has worked hard on passing tougher crime legislation and 
Mayor Riley looks forward to the opportunity to work with him and Speaker Bobby Harrell 
as well as other members of our local delegation in this continuing effort. Mayor Riley said, 
“In our communities, we work very hard on enhancing our police forces, organizing 
neighborhood crime watches, and much more to attack this problem. But we cannot pass 
laws; the General Assembly must take that action.”       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


